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PHE great. variety of . 8 
tratts that tre note extant , and 
almoſt every  wherg diſperſed, would 
Jem, to make the publication of. ny 
more. altogether. ae . 

Author, of the follewing A \DDRESS, is 
very ſenſible rf. 74 the e great ſervice "the oy 
Love, done to the cauſe of C Chri ritian 2 
but baving 'Bren Placed or aver a large 

and extenſive pariſh, abounding . or 
the moſt. part with illiterate poor, 
nz . he 
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| 
ir PREFACE. 
be has frequently found, that the 
| proper arguments for enforcing the 
| duties of religion had the beſt effect 
| upon them, when they were adapted 
to their low capacities by the moſt 
plain and common manner of conver- 
ſation: and as his endeavours, by the 
bleſſing of GoD, have Sometimes been 
| attended with ſucceſs, he is not with- 
| out hopes, that the like reafoning may 
produce ſome good efett upon others 
-< 150 Aan, . 1 5 


I is with this view be now pub- 
liſhes this mean performance, which 
be begs leave to Inſcribe, with all due 

reſpect, to the Venerable Socizær ] 
ron PROMOTING CHRISTIAN 


{ KNOWLEDGE. ” 
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MO EE RINSE 
; Mis earneſt Ab RESSs Which 
is now put into your hands, 
is written with no other view than 
the real deſire of promoting your 
Welfürs. | | 
2 86190 — 289 The 
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my pariſhioners. do net ſtand in 
2 ofſthe following inſtructions, beg 
Happily free from; thoſe. Vices t 
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6 An afeftionate) Addreſe 
The relation I bear as your Mi- 


niſter, has given me frequent oppor: 


tunities of being witneſs to the great 
diſtreſſes of many of the poorer fa- 


milies in this —— ;. owing chiefly to 


the prevailing ſin of DRUNKENNEss: 

and as it is my duty to uſe my beſt 
endeavours to prevent this dreadful 
evil, ſo I am willing to try, whether 
addreſſing you ih: this{flain{ahd fg. 
miliar manner, may not, by God's 
bleſſing, be fk gn _ good 
effect; more eſpecia ly, as I'may by 


this means ſay m gs, that 
ang 5 prop 5 Ar e+ from 
the pulpit, and may hope likewiſe 
that what ſhall be thus faid, will 
fix a more laſting impreſſion. 


I am very ſenſible chat > Olds of 


at 
are here pointed out, Such hows 
ever, by ing tþ the wretched folly of 
others 


3 % * 
* a 1 % : > 
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offered ought not to in 


za.the pPoon, Cen 8 


others ſo ſtrongly placed before their 
eyes, may be more cophrmed in their 
preſent good, habits, and, prevented 
from hearkening to temptations. But 
as for thoſe, who ſhall fi 1 their 
own caſe here deſcribed, I do moſt 
earneſtly entreat all loch — 1 7 to 
conſider, whetherthe ar ol em 

uce th FM P 
Wer their conduct. 


I ſhall direct * I 3 to TY 


chiefly to you who are : fathers of fa- 


milies, becauſe the welfare of thoſe 
about you depends i in great meaſure 
upon your behaviour. And I ſhall 
endeavour to convince you, that, a 
courſe of DRUNKENNESS and DE- 
BAUCUHERY neceſſarily tends tomake 
you wretched in this life, ang. wall 
not fail to make you. mueh mote 
wretched i io a life to come. I 15 
And firſt, 1 ſhall f. peak as 8 © your 

preſent e But here it 

5 may 
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may be difficult to perſuade you, 
that you yourſelves are made miſera- 


ble by the habit of drinking, what- 


ever evil conſequences you bring up- 


on your family; for you tell me, the 
pleaſure you receive from mixing 
with your Companions in ſocial 


mirth, is all the true enjoyment you 


know in life; and it would be very 


hard you ſhould be denied this plea- 
fare, or hindered from recruiting 


your wearied and exhauſted ſpirits 
with ſuitable refreſhment, after you 
have borne the fatigue and labour 


of the day. It certainly would, and 
it is not within my thoughts ſo 


much as to with that you ſhould be 
prevented. But then let me afk, 


Why may not ſuch retreſhment be 
enjoyed at home, where your wives 
and children, as far as is proper, may 
partake with you, in what provi- 


dence bountifullyallots? If you mean 


nothing more, than that degree of 


| refreſhment which nature requires, 


and 


to the Poo x, Cc. 8 
and not drinking to exceſs, I am 
ſure you can alledge not one good 
reaſon why you ſhould ſeek for it 

at the common alehouſe. Ves; you 
ſay, there you meet with merry, 
and honeſt companions, inſtead of 
a dull Wife, and bawling Children. 
Ir is plain, if this is your anſwer, 
that you mean ſomething more than 
what will barely recruit your ſpirits ; 
ycur defign is, to drink to exceſs, 
and indulge to the utmoſt in riot and 
debauchery. And indeed, it is too 
well known, that this is your con- 
ſtant habit, as often as you can meet 
with companions of the ſame diſpo- 
' fition with yourſelves ; and that no- 
thing but the want of money, or 
credit, can reſtrain you. It is this 
terrible vice I am now endeavourtng, 
if poſſible, to prevent; and therefore 
do moſt earneſtly beg, that "every 
one of you, who knows himſelf * 
ſubjeck to it, will attend with pa- 
a. A” 'q tlience 


we 
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10 An afetionate Addreſs 


tience to! what I have to offer againſt 
0 dreadful a profes. 2 


» An the firſt place, 1 woula.- with 


you. to: refle&t in your cooler hours, 


who thoſe honeſt friends are, for 


whoſe ſake, and for the enjoyment | 


of whoſe company, you are running 
away fram your. wife and children; 


Believe me, not ſuch as you fooliſhly 


think them, when you ſee through 


the diſguiſe of drink. They are for 


the moſt part abandoned wretches, 
who are not capable of friendſhip ; 

who are void of real goodneſs, and 
would not be willing. were it in their 
power, to aſſiſt you in your greateſt 
diſtreſs. All that appearance of ho- 
neſty and friendſhip, which charms 
you, is no more than what you 


might be witneſs to in a band of 


highwaymen and robbers, who, after 
the molt folemn profeſſions of friend» 
ſhip and regard, are known: to go 


the next moment and betray one ano- 


6 ther. 


1 the Poor, GC. 11 


ther. No; were you to fall into diſ- 


treſſes, you mult ſeek for other aſ- 

ſiſtance than what theſe wretches 
would yield you; and perhaps be be- 
holden to ſuch neighbours, as you 
now deſpiſe for not running into the 
ſame exceſs of riot and debauchery 


with yourſelf. 


Reflect, in the next place, how mi- 


ſerable you- for the. moſt part are, 


when you have ſpent one of theſe 
nights, and perhaps the whole fol- 
lowing day, in this riotous living, and 
are no- returning again to your 


ſenſes. If you have any love for 


your family, how muſt you dread to 


go back to your own houſe, where 

you are ſure of being a witnels to the 

great diſtreſs and pinching wants F 
thoſe that ought to be very dear t 


you? your wife perhaps, whoſe. pa- 
tlence you have provoked beyond 
bearing, by repeated inſtances of this 
unkind uläge⸗ meets you at the door 

228 e with 
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12 As afeftimate Addref 
with reproaches; and although in- 


deed it is much to be wiſhed that 


ſhe would refrain, ſeeing that ſilence 
will often do more than the loudeſt 
remonſtrances; yet, what wonder is 
it, that ſhe ſhould break forth into 


noiſe and complaints, when ſhe is ſo 
eat a ſufferer by your extravagant 
folly ? This frequently turns your 


anger into rage, and carries you from 


words to blows, till at length the 


fury of your paſſion is ſach, that it 
is hardly to be known what outrages 
|} you would commit in your family, 
did not your neighbours out of pity 
| _ kindly interpoſe to prevent you. 


After this you grow ſullen and ſpite- 


ful, and either continue a tercor-to 


your wife and trembling children at 


home, or you burſt forth to renew 


your debauches abroad, wherever 


you can have any hopes of being ad- 
mitted to credit. At laſt, when you 
are under neceſſity of returning to 


you work, as in a ſhort time you 
"= 25 a muſt, 


_ A. wp ff , ĩðͤ vv 
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muſt, or ſtarve, how irkſome and 


painful is labour then become to you? 


That chearfulneſs and eaſe of mind 
that accompanies others in their daily 
taſks; and makes toil ſweet, is all loſt 


to you. If the effects of drunken- 


neſs do not enfeeble your body in 


ſuch a manner as to make you almoſt 


incapable of labour, which with 


ſome is the caſe, yet your mind being 
unſettled, you will perform your tak 
with ſo much reluctance, and fre- 
quently ſo wretchedly, and ſo little 


to your maſter's ſatisfaction, that at 
length no one will be found willing 
to employ you. And what muſt be 


the conſequence? why, at laſt, - po- 


verty coming upon you like an arm- 


ed man, your diſtreſſes growing every 


day greater and greater, you will in 


the end either engage with pilferers 


and robbers to relieve your preſſing 
wants, and ſo perhaps be brought to 


an infamous death; or you will en- 


liſt for a common ſoldier, and throw 
E o»kĨ 
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your family upon the pariſh; the | 
thoughts of which, by and by, when 
you come to reflect coolly, will ren- 
der you almoſt diſtracted. Now if | 
you caſt your eye towards a ſober 
hbour, who has nothing perhaps 
for his ſupport beſides his daily la- 
bour, no more than yourſelf, and 
has likewiſe the ſame number of 
children to maintain, you will ſee 
him and his whole family in a thriv- 
ing condition; none that belong to 
him pinched with hunger, or cloth- 
ed with rags, as your children for 
the moſt part are. Whence, be- 
feech you, is this difference? why, 
you tel me in the firſt place, he has 
got a more careful and induſtrious 
wife than you: pray conſider, how 
has your wife an opportunity of 
fhewing her care and induſtry, when 
you conſume almoſt all you earn in 
Riot and Debauchery? however in- 
bLlinea ſhe might have been at firſt to 
thrift. and. 2271890 you have made 
| her 


J to the PooR, &c.' tg | 
her otherwiſe diſpoſed by your own _ 
bad behaviour. She can have ng 
heart to ſave, when ſhe ſees: it is 
only to give you an opportunity of 


ſpending the more. Aſk yourſelf, 


when ye came firſt together, whe- 
ther the was not' for ſame time a 
quite different perſon, much more 
obliging in her temper, and more 
careful in her family- concerns: If ſne 
is now ſtrangely altered, whom have 

you to blame but yourſelf! And in- 
deed there is ſuch a tenderneſs and 
fondneſs in moſt women, and ſuch 
an affectionate love for their families, 
that with prudent management on 
the huſband's part, it is ſeldom 
known that they fail in diſcharging 
their duty. Where it is other wife, it 


is owing, Iam perſuaded, to theman's 


having firſt made an improper choice; 


he, inſtead of ſeeking for a partner 


in ſome ſober and diſereet family, 
where the ſervants are remarkable 
for care and. induſtry, has taken to 
l « | wite 
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_ wife ſome idle unexperienced young 
girl. who has never continued in ſer- 
vice for any ſpace of time, and had 
no one good quality to recommend 
her; nay, who perhaps had no real 
affection for him at firſt, but mar- 
ried entirely to gratify her paffions, 
and to free herſelf from the neceſſity 
of. working. What wonder, if ſuch 
a one proves a bad wife? it is almoſt 
impoſſible ſhe ſhould be otherwiſe, 
and perhaps in the end, a Drunkard 
and a Proſtitute. HCL ANIWS. 


| But you farther tell me, theneigh- 
bour with whoſe conduct I reproach 


you, has been more fortunate than 


nn, 


you in another reſpect. He has met 
with many friends in the world, 
whilſt you have had no advantages, 
but what you procured by your own 
labour. Nothing has been dohe for 
you; no one will ſo much as hire 
your children for ſervants when they 
grow up, whereas his are daily get- 
Me tivg 


RG . .  oB any 
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ting into goo places. All this is 


very true ; but firſt, let me aſł you, 


| how, think you, came it to paſs, that 


this neighbour of your's ever met 


with thoſe friends? e ee 
entirely to his own better conduct ? 


Vou, by your behaviour, have put it 


out of the power of thoſe that are 


charitably inclined, to do any thing 


for you. A ſmall pittance would be 
of no ſervice; your extravagant 
wants require large ſupplies; and 


ſuch, believe me, people are neither 
able nor willing to beſtow); nor is it 


to be expected that they ſhould, 


only to ſupport you in Drunkenneſs 
and Debauchery. Now as to your 
neighbour, whatever is given there, 
be the gift ever ſo ſmall, it does a 


real kindneſs, and the charitable per- 


fon that beſtows it, has the ſatisfac- 


tion of ſeeing the whole family be- 


nefited by it; nothing being loft. or 


conſumed idly, nothing diſpoſed of 
but to the beſt advantage: you ſee 
AP | a plain 
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"Ih plain reaſon then, why your neigh- 
bour is preferred before you. _ | 


. Nor can it in the next place, be 
matter of any ſurpriſe to you, if you 
reflect at all, that no one ſhould be 
willing to receive your children for 
ſervants when they are grown up, 
unleſs you think that people will be 
.contented to take into their houſes 
thieves and proſtitutes. You, by 
your extravagance, haye deprived 
them of all the little advantages of 
ſchool-learning ; your example has 
taught them much wickedneſs; and 
the neceſſity to which you have fre- 
quently driven them (they havin 
been ſometimes almoſt ſtarved with 
hunger and cold) has forced them. to 
ways of pilfering and ſtealing; with 
theſe qualifications, who will have 
courage to venture upon them for 
ſervants? whereas the children of 
your neighbour have been brought 
up with care and management; Gore 
1 | een 


ry 20 the Poo, Se. } 19 ; 
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been taught, perhaps early, to read 
or, at leaſt, have been inſtructed 
in the Catechiſm, where they hava 
learned to abhor all manner of lying 


and ſtealing, and to behaye with 


1 > 


modeſty. and reſpect towards their 


* = 


ſuperiors; and farther than this, have 


conſtantly had a good example be- 
fore their eyes, in the behaviour of 
their parents: ſuch children, un- 
doubtedly, will always meet with en : 
gouragement, whilit|your's will be 
ſlighted and rejected. But this is not 


* all; what can you expect will be- 


come of theſe poor, mifetable chil- 
dren of your's, whom no- body will 
receive. for ſervants? what, but that 
the hoys take in time to thieving and 
robbery, and the girls turn com: 
mon proſtitutes, f and you yourſelf 
live to ſee them ſuffer: the puniſh» 


ment due for ſuch crimes; ſome of 


them perhaps dying under the hands 
of the executioner, and uttering the 
ſevereſt curſes againſt yau with their 
£91119) 00 © = .---- 


20 An affeftionate Adavreſs 
laſt breath, for havin g been the cauſe 


of bringing em to ſuch an Infa- 
mous er 3 


Now, all this kibppan Hoch 
your own miſconduct. Yourſelf, 
your wife and children, are made 
thus wretched through your means 
altogether; merely becauſe you can- 
not be prevailed upon to abſtain from 
thedreadful habit of Drinking. Muſt 
you not tremble for your extravagant 
folly! muſt you not lothe and abhor 

vyourfelf at the thoughts of what you 
are doing! Ves; you tell me your are 


_ frequently very uneaſy, and the fight 


of your poor children has made you 


treſolve more than once to be ſoberer 


for the future; but you know not 
how it comes to paſs, your reſolu- 
tions have always been broken, and 
youare afraid there are too many dif- 

ficulties in your way, that you hall 
hardly ever be able to refrain. Tell 
me freely, what-ſome of thoſe dit- 
8 1 ficulties 
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ficulties are. Why, in the rſt 
place, you ſay, ſome maſters you 
work for, ſeem to expect that you 
ſhould ſpend part of what they pay 
ou in drink with them at the ale- 
Logs and you are afraid, that, bY 
refuſing, you (ball incur their diſ- 
leaſure. To this I will anſwer, + 
No ood maſter can, or will require 
of the labourer, that part of what 


ſhould, go for the maintenance of 


his family ſhould be conſumed. in 
waſte, .. If any ſuch there are, abſo- 
lutely refuſe. to comply with them, 
and be not afraid of forfeiting their 
favour. Whilſt your charaQter is 
good, and you are noted for honeſty 
and induſtry, it is -impoſitble. you 
ſhould want work. A maſter ſtands 
as much in need of a good ſervant, 
as a ſervant does of a good maſter ; 
he will not part with you for doing 
what you deſerve to be commended 


for- 
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But further; you ſay, ſometimes 
it is imp offible to ſtrike a bargain 
add the help of drink. This 
argument, I am ſenfible, is frequent. 
ly urged by perſons in an higher ſta- 
tion; but ſeldom, ſurely, can be uſed 
by day-labourers: however, be it 
ſed by whom it will, it diſcoyers, 
I: Kabined to the bottom, great 
bafeneſs and wickedneſs: it is to ſay, 
That you. wy e firſt to deprive the 
berlbis, with whom you are bargain- 
ing, f ſome ſhare of his ſenſes, , 'and 
eels take advantage of his weak- 
neſs to your « own profit. Now, 1 | 

kn ow of no great difference beiden 
rar an unfair. Practice as this, and 
robbing the poor | man of his! money, 
= you ſhould find him aſleep under 


4 4 


an hedge in 42 return home. HAR 


But, perhaps, Jol think it "Wi t 
be ſome exciſe chat you Can ale 
fay, you never go to theſe houſes of 


reſort with a fixed purpoſe of drink- 
ing 
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ing to exceſs. It ſteals upon you. 
unawares, and, therefore, you are, 
willing to hope you have not ſo 
much to anſwer for. O, my friend, 
ſuppoſing this to be the caſe, muſt 
you not confeſs yourſelf to be ex- 
ceedingly blameable in engaging in 
ſuch company, where this has hap- 
pened frequently, and where you 
- are almoſt ſure that it will happen. 

gain! Why, you tell me, you are 
ai of being laughed at, if you 
ſhould conſtantly refuſe; you have 
frequently done ſo by others, and 
you cannot bear to look mean and 
ridiculous. It is really amazing, 
that this falſe modeſty ſhould be 
ſuch a ſnare. to you! you are under 
no apprehenſions, it ſeems, What 
cenſute good people ill pa apon 
you for mixing in ſuch, company; 
people whoſe ; eſteem you ought to 
regard: and you are reid of een 
ing ſuch, s their good word would 
be even a reproach to you,” I will 
| | only 


8 
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only ſay, the ſame reaſonings ought . 
to prevail for your engaging with 
them in houſe-breaking and com- 

mon robberies, if they deſired you ; 
for aſſuredly, they would there like- 
wiſe reproach you for baſeneſs and 
want of courage in deſerting them. . 


But theſe, and every other diff 
culty that ſtands in your way, you 
will certainly get over, if you are 
once made thoroughly ſenſible of 
the dreadful conſequences of all this 
in a life to come. 4 85 


To this head I mall pe 8 | 
ly. In the mean time, I would 
wiſh you ſeriouſly to think, and be 
perſuaded, that bad habits are not 
unconquerable ; for otherwiſe, you 
will not make the trial. It requires, 
undoubtedly, a conſiderable degree 

of reſolution to break through them: 

however, be but ſincere in your en- 


deavours, and "6; will certainly pre- 
Vail. 


, Hd 
bye oy '% „ R 
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vail. Mere is one thing I would 
earneſtly recommend to you in this 

caſe, which is, not to think of re- 


ſorting to your old companions ſome- 


times, and fo to leave them by de- 


grees; but, if you have a real 
deſire of reforming, break from 
them at once. There are fome 
' temptations, from which we cannot 


poſſibly eſcape without fleeing. This 
is one: If you imagine it is in wur 
power to venture yourſelf among 
them when you pleaſe, without the 
danger of being carried back into 
your former exceſſes, you plainly 
miſtake your own ſtrength, and will 
find, to your coſt, that all your 
good reſolutions will vaniſh. It is 
probable, that the nature of your 
daily bufineſs and employment will 
lay you under a neceſſity of being 
frequently with them; and, no 
doubt, you will often be ſolicited 
to partake again in their revellings, 
and will find, at firſt, a great ſtrug- - 
5 gle 
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gle within yourſelf ſor re — — but 
if you can refrain for ſome ſhortſſ 
of time, and hold firm to your —4 
lution in denying them, much of 
your difficulty will be over; for the 
Joy and ſatisfaction you will find in 
your wife and children at home will 
every day grow greater and greater, 
till at length you will have no in- 
clination to return to them. And 
here it is much to be wiſhed that 
your wife, upon this occaſion, may 
take more than ordinary care in gra- 
tifying and obliging you, and never 
utter the leaſt reproachful word for 
what is paſt, which may be one 
happy ſtep towards fixing you. As 
for your children, they, by this 


means being better fed than uſual, 


and relieved from their former pinch- 
ings, will of courſe ſhew an uncom- 
mon fondneſs, and by a thouſand 
little tenderneſſes and careſſes win 


upon the heart of you, or any pa- 


rent alive; ſo chat, I wall repeat, it 


again, 
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again, if you can have: courage to 
withſtand the ſolicitations of your 


wicked companions for ſome ſhort 
time at-firſt, there is little ger of vl 


your relapſe. 


Add to this, that you will how 
have the comfort of finding*thoſe 
perſons your friends, who before 
ſhewed great diſlike to you. Good 
people, when they ſee you willing to 
be reclaimed,. and diſpoſed to leave 
your former evil courſes, will diſ- 
cover a readineſs to befriend you, and 
contribute all in their power to help 
you forward, and fix you in your 
good reſolutions ; ; fo that if you ſhall 
have. loſt the favour of your riotous 
companions, you will have gained 
the friendſhip of thoſe who are 
much more valuable. 


But in 1 doing this, you will gain' 
the favour of Almighty" God, which 
oi had forfeited by your former 

8 .B 2 wicked- 
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wickedneſs; and this is by far of the 
greateſt conſequence, as I ſhall en- 
deavour to make appear in conſſler- 


ing, in the next place, the ſpiritual 
advantages of _ reformation. 


I hinted to you in the beginning, 
that a courſe of Drunkenneſs and 
Debauchery, not only tends to make 
you | miſerable for the preſent, but 
will render you infinitely more miſe- 
5 in a life to come hereafter. 


1 ſhall now ſpeak to. that poin 
particularly 


Know wk that the gteat God 
of heaven has made you, and all 
the reſt of mankind, not as the 


brute beaſts, that you ſhould only 
continue here for a few years, and 
then lie down in the duſt, and be 
remembered no more. Aſſuredly as 
you are now alive at preſent, you 
n. ariſe "gan with your body, 

| although 
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although it ſhall be conſumed in the 
grave, and live in another world, 
and there be happy for ever, or mi- 


ſerable for ever. Now it is certain- 
ly a matter of the higheſt impor- 


| tance to you, and all of us, which 


of theſe two widely different ſtates 
ſhall be our portion. But you, in 


the way you are now purſuing, oan 


expect nothing elſe but that your 
lot will be among the miſerable. 
For | obſerve, in what a courſe of 
known wickednefs you are daily pro- 
ceeding. In the firſt place the fin 
of Drunkennefs itſelf is of a very 


| heinous nature, and naturally tends 


to lead you into all other vices what- 
erer. Next, the profanation of the 


Sabbath (the day you frequently 


chooſe for your Debaucheries) is a 
crime God has declared he will ſe- 
verely puniſh. And thirdly, the 
horrid oaths and imprecations you 
and your .companions ſo conſtantly 


utter, muſt offend him beyond bear- | 


1 ing. 
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ing. Indeed it is locking to hu- 
man nature, and muit make a ſeri- 
ous man ttemble, to think of the 
dreadful words that frequently pro- 
ceed ont of your mouths in your 
midnight revellings; inſomuch, that 
it is an argument of exceeding great 
patience and farbearance in the Al- 
mighty, that he does not ſtrike you 
dead iu one moment, and hurry you 
without warning to your graves. 
And what is ſill further to be la- 
mented, this cuſtom of ſwearing 
(than which ſurely ſcarce any one 
vice can be more offenſive to the 
Majeſty of heaven) becomes at length 
Jo habitual, that it accompanies you 
into your ordinary talk and conver- 
ſation, and carries you at laſt to 
blaſpheme your Maker in almoſt 
every ſentence you utter. I ſhall not 
go on to enquire, what other fins 
you are guilty of. Tam afraid, if 
you examine, you will find many; 


be buy ou obſerve, that . 
1 


Nee 


6 
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if not repented of, are ſofficient” to 


condemn you to all 1 


= 


Now, if you imigine that bees ul 


God does not viſibly interpoſe to 


check and reſtrain ſuch flagrant im- 
piety, He does not regard it, and 
will ſuffer you always to eſcape un- 
punithed; you are under a molt fa- 

tal miſtake; God ſees and takes no- 
tice of all chat is done upon earth, 


and ſometimes, when He has been 1 


provoked beyond meaſure, has riſen 
up in judgment inſtantly, and” taken 


immediate vengeance. You have 


many examples hereof in old times, 


as recorded in the holy ſcriptures, - 
and ſome late ones. An event that 
happened ſome few years ago at the 


Devizes in Wiltſhire, is too remark- 


able to be PR_ over in ſilence. 


Four women base for a i cer- 
tain quantity of corn ; and when the 
price of it was to be paid, one of 

| B 4 them 
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them fraudulently ſecreted part of 
her quota, amounting to no more 
than three pence; with which be- 

ing charged by the other two, ſhe 
proteſted with the moſt ſolemn aſ- 
ſeverations, that ſhe had paid her 
money; and prayed, that if ſhe did 
not ſpeak truth, God would imme- 
diately ſtrike her dead. The words 
were ſcarce out of her mouth when 
the dropped down dead; and the 
money was found in her poſſeſſion. 
A memorial of this extraordinary 
event now ſtands engraved on ſtone, 
and fixed up at the market-croſs 
where the thing happened. —The 
reaſon why God doth not oftener in- 
terpoſe in ſuch caſes, is, becauſe He 
* has appointed a day in which He 
« will judge the whole world;” fo 
that thoſe who eſcape now, will 
aſſuredly ſuffer hereafter. 


How exceedingly terrible the pu- 
niſhment of the wicked will be in 
| another 


\ 


of 


re 


S 
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another world, is impoſſible to be 
deſcribed ; we cannot be ſenſible of 
it, unleſs we experience it; and God 
Almighty grant we may never ex- 
perience it. However, enough is ſaid 
in ſcripture to make the ears s of you, 
and all of us that hear it, to tingle, 
and our hearts burn within us, upon 
the bare mentioning of it. 


place before you one paſſage. You 


may remember, that our bleſſed. 


Saviour exhorts us in the goſpel to 


pluck out a right eye, or cut off a 


right hand, if they offend us ; mean- 
ing hereby, that it is better to part 
with any enjoyment whatever, ra- 


ther than by keeping it to diſpleaſe 


Almighty God; and the reaſon our 
Lord gives, is, becauſe God can 
caſt us into hell-fire, here, as He 
tells us, the worm dieth nat, and the 


fire is not quenched. Now the worm 


that dieth not, means the everlaſting 


Snawings. of a guilty conſcience, and 
B 5 the 
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the fire that is not quenched, the 
' Barnes of hell- Warn. 

Say woods. be more expreflive 
than theſe, or any declaration more 
alarming ?. Think within yourſelf, if 
you have any great uneaſineſs of 


mind, or any grievous affliction of 


the body only for a few days here, 
what complaints do ye. utter? If 
you thought they were to continue 
tor ſome years, you would pronounce 


them to be intolerable. Judge then 


how diſtracting muſt your caſe be, 


when you perceive that the ſevereſt 
agonies, both of body and mind, 


joined together, infinitely beyond 


what at preſent our ſenſes can com- 


prehend, are to laſt with you not 


only a few days, or a few years, but 
for ever and ever. | 


1 am ſure you can never * 


fi eriouſly reflected what it is to 


dwell with everlaſting torment, 
| : - 


*. 


or it is impoſſible vou could go: 
on in your preſent courſe. If a 


poor wretch that is thruſt into hell, 
vuVere to be told, that his pains ſhould 


have ſome mitigation, after he-had 


continued under them for a thoufſand 
years, it would give him inexpreſſible 


joy; although a thouſand years con- 
tain a ſpace of time amazingly great; 


he has endured them a thouſand, and 
ten thouſand yeats, is no nearer ſee- 
ing an end than the firſt moment hae 
entered; he muſt continue under 


them to all eternity. O eternity! 


what ſinner Can: think upon thee, 


and not die with fear! 


This is the dreadful deſtruction 
your are bringing upon yourſelf by 
the ways you are now purſuing. 
Can you know it, and be eaſy one 


moment longer? I hardly think it 


poſſible that you can; but that'if 


you have the feelings of human na- 


836 - 


36 An aſfectionate Adareſs 


ture, you muſt cry out with extaſy, 
* O!] tell me what I muſt do to be 
« ſaved! how malt I flee from this 
« wrath to come?“ And this indeed 
is the great point I am aiming at. I 
am earneſtly wiſhing to make you 
thoroughly ſenſible of your preſent 
danger, and then ſincerely deſirous 
of avoiding it. And O may Al- 
mighty God grant that I may pre- 
W vail! Therefore, my friend, 100 
ji yourſelf in the leaſt moved with 
what I have now ſaid, if you per- 
ceiye any good diſpoſitions ariſing in 
your mind, let me beg and intreat 
you not to go about to ſtifle them, 
but to conſider this warning as a 
gracious call from God to repentance; 
which if you ſhould ſlight, perhaps 
he may not vouchſafe you another. 
Think what a mercy it is, that theſe 
dreadful woes are not yet fallen upon 
you, that the door is not ſhut, the 
hour is not paſt, and that you ſtill 


have it in your power to be happy. 
1 r P 27 | ink 
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Think at the fame time upon the 
terrible fate of thoſe poor wretches, 
your companions, who are gone be- 
fore you, and who died in their fins; © 
think that their doom is paſt reco- 
very, and how good Almighty God 
is, that He has ſpared you alive. 

When you have dwelt upon theſe 

thoughts for” ſome ſhort time, then 
let me, in the next place, earneſtly 

intreat you to come to me'as your 
miniſter, that 1 may fully inſtruct 
you what. is neceſſary to be done in 
order to eſcape this dreadful deſtruc- 
tion. The reaſon why I am deſir- 
ous that you ſhould come to me, is, 
that you may open your mind freely, 
and ſo give me an opportunity of 


judging what particular inſtructions 


will be moſt proper for your caſe ; 
and I do at the fame time beg of 


you to believe, that I ſhall neither 


thew any unwillingneſs in inſtruct- 
ing you, nor reproach you for what 


Is «paſt, but uſe my utmoſt endea- 


vours, 


* 
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vours, as your true friend and faith- 


ful paſtor, to prevent your approach- 
ng ruin. 


This! is al I think neceſſary to be 
ſaid to you at preſent, becauſe I fin- 
cerely hope you will not be ſo much 
your own enemy as to neglect con- 
fulting me 1n perſon, 


I am unwilling, however, to con- 
_ clude, without adding ſomething to 
the reſt of my pariſhioners, who, by 
the grace of. God, have hitherto been 
happily free from thoſe vices here 
pointed- out. I will therefore lay 
them down one or two general cau- 
tions, how to ſecure themſelves and 
their families from the danger of 
temptations. | 


4 would earneſtly adviſe all ſuch, 
in the firſt place, to be particu- 
larly. careful, that upon no ac- 
count hey profane the Sabbath, 

. Or 
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or neglect God's public worſhip. 
I am the more ſolicitous to inforce 
this caution, becauſe thoſe unhap- 
py perſons, who have been [a 
to untimely deaths, have in general 
confeſſed that here was the begin- 
. ning of their ruin; and indeed, it is 
natural to imagine, that, when once 
we come to neglect God, He will. 
aſſuredly forſake us; and then, what 
can be the conſequence, but that 
we muſt fall an eaſy prey to the 
ſnares of Satan? * 


% 


But, I muſt further . that | 

1 barely coming within the walls of 
the church on the Sabbath, is not 
what is to be underſtood by a due 
attendance upon God's worſhip. 
This I mention, becauſe it is with 
infinite concern I am often witneſs 
to the behaviour of thoſe who re- 
1 ſort thither on the Sabbath, and 
J ſhew no regard to the place where 
they are Embed, or to the pur- 
2 * 
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poſes for which we are ſappoſed to 
come together; but either {leep dur- 
ing a great part of the ſervice, or 
waſte their time in idle diſcouiſes, 


and making obſervations upon the 
behaviour of thoſe around them. 


Such men complain, that they 

know of no benefit accruing to 
them from attending the church. 
I can eaſily believe it. It is im- 
poffible they ſhould; ſeeing they go 
not thither. with an intent or de- 
 fignof pleaſing God, who does not 
appear fo much as to be in their 
thoughts, 


Thoſe therefore, who n ſe- 
cure to themſelves the Almighty's 
favour, ought, when they approach 
the temple on the Sabbath, to con- 
ſider, it is the houſe of God; let 
them devoutly offer up ſome ſhort 
prayer, as ſoon as they are entered 


into — place; and when the ſer- 
f vice 


ta the Poor, &c., 41 
vice 1s begun, let them 33 to 
keep their thoughts as much as 
poſſible from wandering, and go 
along with the miniſter in the ſeve- 
ral parts of the Liturgy; reflecting 
all the while, that they are pray- 
ing before the great God of Heaven, 
who obſerves, and looks on, and 
will hear, and grant their prayers, 


if they are ſerious and attentive; 


otherwiſe He will reje& them with 
ſcorn. When the Leſſons are read, 
they ſhould: conſider them as the 
- awful word of God; and although 
they are able to carry away in their 
memories but a very ſmall part of 
what is there delivered, or of the Ser- 


| mon, yet that ſmall par will every | 


time make them more and more 
knowing in the ways of ſalvation. 
The remainder of the Sabbath ſhould. 
not be ſpent in vain and unprofitable 
diſcourſes. It is the day God re- 
quires to be ſet apart for the good 
of the ſoul. Pane ſhould either 


read 
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read ſome pious: book at home, and 
more particularly. the holy Goſpel, 
or elſe join themſelves in company 
with ſome religious neighbour, with- 
whom they may'converſe, to their: 
mutual comfort, in things pertaining 
to holineſs and righteouſneſs. The 
Sunday thus happily ſpent, would 
prove of infinite advantage. Upon 
the week days, they ſhould never 
venture to go forth to their work, 
till they have firſt offered up ſome 
ſhort prayer; and the fame in the 
evening, before they lie down to- 
reſt; always remembering to do it 
with great earneſtneſs and attention, 
as ſpeaking unto the Lord. And if 
the leaſt fin at any time eſcapes 
from them, ſuch as even raſh and 


inconſiderate words, they ſhould 


be careful and anxious in intreating 
God to forgive them for the meritsof 
Jeſus Chriſt. Such a religious habit 
of life would effectually ſecure them 


againſt the power a temptations. 0 
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In regard to the management of ' 
their families, I would earneſtly ex- 
hort all parents to look with great 
attention to the behaviour of their 
children as they grow up: it is the 
too frequent neglect of this care, 
that cauſes ſo many to go aſtray. 
Let them be aſſured, that could they 
give them riches or a plentiful eſtate, 
it would not be near fo beneficial; 
as fixing in them betimes a ſenſe of 


God and religion. Voung as they _ 


are, it can never be too ſoon: = 
guard them againſt ill habits ; to 
prevent, as much as may be, the 


firſt inclinations that appear in them 


towards lying, ſwearing, ſtealing, or 


any other growing vice. This may 


be done whilſt they are in their 
youth; if it be deferred till ſin has 


taken root, they will find it out of 


their Power. 


When children have thus e care- 
un been brought up at home, 
and 
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and are now become of age ſuffi- 
eient to be ſent out as ſervants, let 


parents, as the laſt kind office they 
can do them, look with very great 


caution where they fix them. If, for 


the ſake of advantage, they ſhould 
place them in families remarkable 
for riotous and diforderly living, it 
is probable they will at once undo 
all that they have been endeavour- - 
ing to do, and, beſides, will not 
really benefit their children as to 
point of profit; for the ſervants in 
thoſe houſes, not being accuſtomed 
to frugality and good management, 
frequently conſume all their gains 
in gaming, or ſome other extrava - 


gance; and ſo bring ruin upon them» 
* both here and hereafter. / 


But 1 Fa fot mean to: Ss 
upon this point, I ſhall conclude 
the whole with one general ad- 
vice, which, if duly attended to, 


would _ preat weight i in ſecuring 
us 


inform us, that we have done this 
ſincerely, then ate we aſſured, He 
will eg our. friend; we ſhall feel: 

N n! death,: | 


* 
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us all againſt the force of tempta- 
tions; and that is, often to reflect 


what our caſe will be, when we 


come to die. Every man, when. 


he finds himſelf upon the brink of 
the grave, will be ſtrack with hor- 


ror, and eagerly look out for ſome- 


thing to adminiſter comfort. And 


whence, think ye, muſt this com- 
fort ariſe? not from the things of 
the world, for they are now no 


more; nor from our weeping friends, 
for they have not the power of 


relieving us; but altogether from 
the hopes we can entertain of the 


+ favour of Gop, through the merits. 


Jesus CuR1sT. Now, theſe hopes 
can only be built upon the endea- 


vours we have uſed, whilſt we were» 


in our health, of ſerying and pleal- _ 
ing Him. If our conſciences can 


and 
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and the expectation of an approach- 
ing judgment, and all will be 
peace and tranquillity. But if, on 
the contrary, we know that we 
have lived in open defiance of his 
| laws, have made no account of his 
commandments, but followed our 
own inclinations in almoſt ever ac- 
tion of our lives; then all muſt be 
horror and:confuſion. Now, if a 
man ſeriouſly reflected upon this, 
when at any time he was tempted - 
to commit a ſin, good God! ſurely 
no conſideration upon earth would 
have force ſufficient to draw him 
alide from his duty ! 


I ſhall add 3 more; but 
2 only beg of Almighty God, for the 
ſake, and through the interceſſion 
of his Son Chriſt Jeſus, that He 
would graciouſly be. pleaſed to 
ſtrengthen, by his bleſſed Spirit, ſuch 
among you as now ſtand, and con- 
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and for thoſe who are miſerably fall- 
en, may. God of his mercy raiſe 


them up again ! that fo all may be 
happy in the day of the Lord; and 
that I, who am appointed to watch 
over your ſouls, may then be able 
to give up my account with joy. 
This, my Brethren, is the conſtant 
with, and fervent prayer of 


Your truly affeftionate 


Friend and Paſtor. 
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